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Members of the Oklahoma Hemophilia Foundation, 

Over the past year, the Bylaw Committee (a subcommittee of the Board of Directors) has been reviewing 

the current OHF bylaws and has several recommendations intended to improve the bylaws of the 

organization. The Bylaw Committee recommending these changes is comprised of Tom Ayers (President, 

Board of Directors), Eric Walker (Treasurer, Board of Directors), Don Bowers (Bylaw Committee 

Chairman, Board of Directors), Kerri Crabtree (Member, Board of Directors), Nathan Holloway (Member, 

Board of Directors), John Faria (Member, Board of Directors), Kathleen Montgomery (OHF Executive 

Director), and Bob Goodley (past OHF Executive Director). Also involved in the committee discussions as 

a non-voting member was Michael Craciunoiu (Senior Director of Chapter Development with the National 

Hemophilia Foundation). 

These recommended changes were approved unanimously by the Bylaw Committee, which then 

submitted the amendments to the entire Board of Directors. The current Board of Directors reviewed and 

approved the recommended changes unanimously as well. With the approval of the Board of Directors, 

the bylaw amendments are now presented to the OHF membership as required in the bylaws for 

ratification at the Annual Meeting. We are presenting these recommended amendments for review prior to 

the Annual Meeting. During the business portion of the Annual Meeting on the morning of July 27
th
, these 

amendments will be formally presented to the membership for discussion and ratification. Any questions 

about the amendments prior to the Annual Meeting can be submitted to Kathleen Montgomery (OHF 

Executive Director}) at kmontgomery@okbleedingdisorders.org or Don Bowers (Bylaw Committee 

Chairman) at don@messerbowers.com. Otherwise, there will be opportunity for discussion and questions 

at the Annual Meeting. 

There are four specific recommended amendments to the current bylaws attached for your review. The 

recommended amendments are to Article III, Section 1 & 2; Article IV, Section 1 & 3; Article VII, Section 1 

& 2; and Article VIII, Section 3. A brief synopsis of the recommended changes is presented below: 

Article III, Section 1 & 2: This amendment is designed to provide clarity to who qualifies as a 

“member” of the OHF. Members are divided into three general categories: 1) Constituent General 

Members; 2) Supporter General Members; and 3) Honorary Members. Both Constituent General 

Members and Supporter General Members have the ability to vote on official OHF business 

presented to the General Membership at a meeting of the members. In order to cleanly track 

voting ballots and certify the results of membership votes, both types of General Members will 

register as official voting members by completing a membership application either online or in 

person at a meeting of the members. Constituents are defined as any person with a bleeding 

disorder or their immediate family living within Oklahoma. Supporters is defined as any person 

who desires to assist in furthering the goals of the OHF that meet further eligibility guidelines 

provided by the Board of Directors. Honorary Members would be non-voting members. Honorary 

Members would be reserved as a means of thanking a supporter or donor who might not 

otherwise qualify as a General Member. 
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Article IV, Section 1 & 3: This amendment is designed to require 15 days (previously 5 days) for 

notification to the members prior to any business meeting requiring a vote of the General 

Members. It also amends the voting age eligibility to 18 years (previously 16 years), and further 

reinforces that “General Members” are the voting members of the organization consistent with 

Article III detailed above. 

Article VII, Section 1 & 2: This amendment is designed to clarify the term limits of the Board of 

Directors, whether elected at an Annual Meeting or appointed to fill a mid-term vacancy. 

Previously, there was ambiguity surrounding mid-term appointments. This amendment clarifies 

that a mid-term appointment for a vacant seat fills the vacated seat only until the next Annual 

Meeting (which by definition would be a period of time less than 12 months), at which point the 

appointed Director may run for election for a full three year term at the Annual Meeting, if they so 

choose. The three year board term for an elected Director and the one year absence requirement 

after fulfilling the elected term remain unchanged from our current bylaws. This amendment also 

includes language supporting “General Members” as the voting members who elect the Board of 

Directors consistent with Article III and Article IV detailed above. 

Article VIII, Section 3: This amendment is designed to allow the Board of Directors to make 

limited changes to the bylaws throughout the year if passed by a two-thirds vote of the Board of 

Directors. The Board of Directors is prohibited from amending the specific articles and sections 

presented here (Article III, Section 1 & 2; Article IV, Section 1, 2, & 3; Article VII, Section 1 & 2; 

and Article VIII, Section 3), which would require a vote of the General Membership to amend. 

Thus, the General Members will retain the exclusive authority over this amendment and the three 

other amendments detailed above, but the Board of Directors would be allowed to make other 

changes necessary to the bylaws in furtherance of OHF business throughout the year, if passed 

by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors. Currently, the bylaws can only be amended by a 

vote of the membership at an Annual Meeting. This can lead to minor but necessary bylaw 

changes being delayed for up to a year until it can come before the membership at the Annual 

Meeting (historically held in July each year). The amendment to Article VIII will allow the Board of 

Directors greater flexibility in making necessary bylaw changes for the benefit of the OHF, while 

still keeping the core powers of determining who serves on the Board of Directors and how they 

are elected within the authority of the General Membership. 

Much thought and effort went into these amendments. Many different drafts were discussed and edited 

throughout the bylaw committee. These represent the final product of nearly 6 months of effort by the 

committee. These final drafts were passed unanimously through both the Bylaw Committee and the 

Board of Directors. We are excited to present them at the annual meeting and hope they are met with the 

same enthusiasm and support by the membership. 

Sincerely, 

Don Bowers, OHF Board of Directors Member, chair of Bylaws Review Committee 

Tom Ayers, President of OHF Board of Directors 

Kathleen Montgomery, OHF Executive Director 


